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August 30* 1963 

* 

TOP SE-GR E T- EYES O Nj^¥-FOSL GENERAL CUFTON 


The enclosed envelope should be opened by tbe President only* 
and when he has read the messages it contains you should destroy 
them: The reason for this extraordinary procedure Is that these 

messages,*re not in the normal series and their existence is not 
known except to the President and to the Secretory of State, so 
I do not want them in a mesaage/flle ^-^t may be seen by others 
who believe themselves privy to the most classified material. 

You should tell the President/ however, that I discussed the 
outgoing message In draft with the Secretaries of State and 
Defense who concurred in it. The Secretory of Defense in 
particular thought it was a wise and necessary cable. 

You may wish to ask the President after he had read the messages 
whether he wants to. send any further message to the Ambassador 
on this topic. My own advice is not to do so at this time, but to 
be ready to call his attention to this question again if the developing 
situation makes it advisable. 

I am sorry to be so cryptic. 


McG. B. 


Enclosures: 2 messages, 

one dtd Aug. 29, one Aug. 30 
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-ZEN/MCNAMARA, DCDEF, WASH DC * 
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GEN WHEELER, CHIEF OF STAFF, USA 

, 6EN L£ MAY, CHIEF OF STAFF,' USAF 
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A* IN SAYING "THE DIE IS CAST" DO YOU MEAN THAT 'IT IS TOO ''l&h 
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; LATE TO TURN BACK FROM SUPPORTING THE GENERALS? LATER IN THE 4j% 88l 
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jCABLE YOU APPEAR TO FAVOR GOING DIRECT TO DIEM PRIOR TO ENCOUR- v ^ r 
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/. B. YOU STATE THAT THERE IS INSUFFICIENT REASONING FOR "A 
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CRASH APPROVAL ON OUR PART," DOES THIS MEAN THAT WE CAN DELAY A 
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DECISION FOR A MATTER OF DAYS, FOR EXAMPLE. WHAT ARE THE RISKS ^ ' $ 
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OF LEAKS, APPREHENSION OF LEADERS BY DIEM OR OF PREMATURE 
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c *.TOU STATE THAT "IF WE CONTINUE THE PRESSURE ON DIIM". ' 

NHU MAY BE LEVERED INTO PROVOCATIVE ACTION. WHAT FORMS OF’ PRES- 
SURE DO YOU HAVE IN MIND? ' V -' v "'I -V-.. ^ 
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WHAT ROLE CAN YOU PLAY IN INFLUENCING THE SENIOR MIL-'^^t 
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\ ITARY AUTHORITIES? AT SOME TIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE SHOULD YOU NOT 
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INFLUENCING THE SENIOR MIL-'V^%^» 


.; ..TALK- TO BIG MINH AND PERHAPS SOME OF THE OTHER GENERALS AND ASSESS*^ 
' THE DUALITY OF THEIR PLANS? WE DO NOT WANT TO BECOME INVOLVED IN^ 

ANY COUP WHICH WILL NOT SUCCEED, . " . 





!OUP WHICH WILL NOT SUCCEED, ' w ^ 

THESE ARE SOME OF THE POINTS ON WHICH YOU CAN HELP US. THE 
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....•PRESIDENT WANTS YOU TO KNOW THAT HE REPOSES GREAT .CONFIDENCE IN ' 

YOU AND WANTS YOUR UNINHIBITED ADVICE. NEXT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 

- BE 120 0 EDT AUGUST 29. HE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU BY ^ v ' 

T THAT. TIME., . . • . .• : • A. i’* 
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- 4 'S^^?- N v9 L0S i NG > LET ME SAY THAT. WHILE THIS OPERATION GOT OFF TO' - 

•;A ; . RA THER UNCOORDINATED START, IT IS NOW SQUARELY ON THE TRACK AND fefe; ^ 
'Jsf-J ..?ASHINGTOH agencies are PARTICIPATING PULLT IN .ITS SUPPORT. 1 "' ! W I ‘~ 
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CINCPAC EXCLUSIVE FOE ADMIRAL FELT ' 
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Deptel 272 ; 

• « ■ * 

Greatly appreciate prompt decisions. ■ 

Unfortunately we have had no further contact with Generals « 
Planned meeting with CAS officer was cancelled by General Khiem 

1 ' * . 

on grounds press of business. General Harkins sought to get him 

« > 

- 1 

on telephone to arrange appointment but had not reached him as of 
6 P.M. He was reportedly tied up in meeting. 

Above possibly result heightened concern for security? there 
was report last night that some Generals were to be arrested. 

On other hand, he may really have been too busy. 

* DECLA 

General Harkins plans see Khiem in morning. ^ ^ 
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